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Montana  State  Library 


3 0864  1006  7470  7 


IW 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 


TED  SCHWINDEN,  GOVERNOR 

STATE  OF  MONTANA 


Solid  & Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 
(406)  444-2821 


COGSWELL  BUILDING 


HELENA,  MONTANA  S9620 


March  10,  1987 


RE:  Preliminary  Environmental  Review 

Harold  Chambers 

State  Library,  Capitol  Complex 
Helena,  Montana  59620 

Dear  Mr.  Chambers: 

Pursuant  to  the  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana,  16.2.604,  the 
following  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  concerning  Corvallis 
Sanitary  Landfill.  — 

The  purpose  of  the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  to  inform 
all  interested  governmental  agencies,  public  groups  or  individuals  of 
the  proposed  action  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  action  may  have 
a significant  effect  on  the  human  environment.  This  Preliminary 
Environmental  Review  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  fifteen  (15) 
days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  our  future  action. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so 
within  the  allotted  time. 


Sincerely, 


James  E.  Leiter 

Solid  & Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 

/ ps 

Enc. 


STATE  DOCUMENTS  COLLECTION 

MAR  2 4 1987 

MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 
utri  1515  £•  6th  AYE. 
HELENA,  MONTANA  59620 


AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601 
(406)  444-2821 


PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 


Division/Bureau  Environmental  Sciences/Solid  & Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 
Project  or  Application  Corvallis  Sanitary  Landfill 

Description  Of  Project  Denis  Applebury  and  Richard  Chaffin,  Corvallis,  Montana  have 
filed  an  application  for  a solid  waste  management  system  license  for  a Class  II  and  III 
landfill  facility  in  the  SE1/4NW1/4  & SW1/4NE1/4,  Section  13,  T7N,  R20W  Ravalli 

County  Montana.  This  site  is  approximately  7.5  miles  northeast  of  Corvallis.  The  landfill 
proposed  is  primarily  intended  to  serve  private  refuse  haulers  in  the  area.  It  is  not 
expected  that  the  site  will  be  open  to  the  public.  A complete  license  application 


and  supporting  documentation  may  be  examined  in  this  office  or  is  available  upon  request. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


Comments  on 

Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 


1.  Terrestrial  & aquatic 
life  and  habitats 

2.  Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 

3.  Geology  & soil  quality, 
stability  and  moisture 

4.  Vegetation  cover,  quant- 
ity and  quality 
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6.  Ai r quali ty 

7.  Unique,  endangered, 
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water,  air  & energy 

9.  Historical  and  archaeo- 
logical sites 

XX 

XX 

XX 

XX 

XX 

XX 

XX 

XX 

XX 

XX 

XX 

XX 

XX 

XX 

DHES/ESD-1 


POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 
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Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 

which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction  Ravalli  County  Sanitarian/Planner 


Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER.  None 


Recommendation  concerning  preparation  of  EIS  No  necessary 


PER  Prepared  by: 
Date:  March  4, 


James  E 


. Leiter  * jT' 


1987 
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Potential  Impact  On  Physical  Environment 


1.  Terrestrial  & Aquatic  Life  and  Habitats  - Operation  of  the  landfill 
will  displace  some  small  species  of  insect  and  mammalian  life,  such  as 
small  ground  rodents.  These  animal  populations  should  return  once 
operation  of  the  landfill  is  completed.  There  should  be  no  affect  on 
aquatic  animal  life. 

3.  Geology  and  Soil  Quality,  Stability  and  Moisture  - Sanitary 
landfilling  makes  a significant  change  in  the  subsurface  and  surface 
soil  characteristics  at  a landfill  site.  Since  most  of  Montana's 
landfill  sites  are  small  and  do  not  encompass  large  areas,  the  overall 
impact  of  the  sites  is  minor.  Landfilled  solid  waste  materials  subside 
over  time,  that  is  they  decay  and  cause  some  settling  of  the  finished 
surfaces  of  the  site.  When  properly  closed,  covered  and  re-vegetated, 
a completed  landfill  site  causes  no  problem. 

4.  Vegetation  Cover,  Quantity  and  Quality  - Operation  of  the  landfill 
site  will  cause  the  removal  of  vegetative  cover  in  the  immediate  area 
being  filled.  Proper  re-vegetation  can  actually  cause  an  improvement 
in  conditions  in  some  areas.  The  existing,  proposed  landfill  site  is 
currently  not  agriculturally  productive.  It  is  poorly  covered  with  a 
sparse  cover  of  dryland  grasses.  The  removal  of  vegetation  caused  by 
the  landfill  process  should  be  of  little  consequence. 

6.  Air  Quality  - The  operators  of  the  landfill  have  proposed  periodic 
burning  of  untreated  wood  waste  materials  at  the  site.  Currently, 
combustion  of  wood  wastes  may  be  permissable  at  a landfill  site  if 
certain  conditions  and  burning  seasons  are  observed.  Combustion  of 
acceptable  materials  under  proper  permit  conditions  should  have  little 
affect  on  air  quality  in  the  Bitterroot  Valley. 

8.  Demands  on  Environmental  Resources  of  Land,  Water,  Air  and  Energy- 
The  operation  will  remove  small  parcels  of  ground  from  potential 
agricultural  use.  Since  the  land  is  poorly  suitable  for  crops, 
however,  and  is  not  currently  used  for  agricultural  purposes,  there 
will  be  no  loss  of  current  productive  cropland.  There  will  be  some 
small  increase  in  the  consumption  of  fossil  fuels  for  operation  of 
landfill  equipment,  but  the  fuel  consumption  will  be  minimal.  Any  use 
of  fuels  at  this  site  should  result  in  a corresponding  reduction  of 
fuel  consumption  at  other  landfill  sites  in  the  area. 

Potential  Impacts  on  Human  Environment 

6.  Quantity  and  Distribution  of  Community  and  Personal  Income  - This 
landfill  will  be  a private  operation  which  is  maintained  for  a profit. 
There  will  be  some  slight  redistribution  of  profits  and  expenses 
associated  with  operation  of  this  landfill  as  opposed  to  operation  of 
the  other  landfills  which  are  currently  accepting  the  solid  wastes 
which  will  be  diverted  to  the  Corvallis  Landfill.  Any  change  in 
distribution  of  financial  resources  will  be  minimal  in  comparison  to 
other  activities. 


« 
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8.  Quantity  and  Distribution  of  Employment  - The  operators  may  employ 
one  or  two  other  people  at  the  landfill.  There  will  be  only  a minor 
change  in  employment  in  the  area. 

10.  Demands  for  Government  Services  - This  landfill  will  be 
periodically  inspected  by  the  local  and  state  health  departments.  In 
addition,  some  training  and  consultative  activities  may  require  the  use 
of  local  and  state  services.  Such  impact  will  be  minor. 

11.  Industrial  and  Commercial  Activity  - The  operation  will  cause  a 
relocation  of  some  traffic  patterns  in  the  vicinity  of  the  site.  Since 
the  site  is  not  intended  for  public  use,  the  increase  in  traffic 
expected  will  be  primarily  in  the  form  of  refuse  vehicle  use.  Such 
increase  will  be  offset  by  a decrease  in  traffic  to  other  area  landfill 
sites.  Any  impact  will  be  minor. 

12.  Demands  for  Energy  - See  #8  above. 

14.  Transportation  Networks  and  Traffic  Flows  - See  # 11  above. 


